
 
 

 
As we get ready for our first Iceland Adventure we thought we would give you some basic 
phrases that you can try to learn for our trip.  
 
We will certainly have English speaking guides; however, we encourage you to print this page 
out and bring it with you for quick reference during our adventure. We find that most locals 
appreciate the effort when trying to learn a liBle about their language.  
 
Let’s start with some common mistakes when pronouncing Icelandic.  
 
Some of the most common mistakes include placing the emphasis on the second syllable 
(instead of the first) and when pronouncing the leBer J with a slight dj sound (which is common 
for Americans) and the leBer Þ as p, even though it looks similar it is a different leBer. Also, 
there are some compound leBers that sound different in Icelandic.  For instance, the 
compounds of au like in Laugavegur are commonly pronounced incorrectly (like the Icelandic 
“á”, as in house) but should be enunciated as the word soya. As for the compound leBers of hv 
and ll, for that see the tables below. 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

Common Words and Gree-ngs 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Common Words when Dining Out: 

 
 

Common Words When Traveling and On the Road 

 



Common Words for the Weather 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: Friend In Iceland  


